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cocoanut, plantains, sugar, and some aromatic spices all
mixed together. Then cocoanut milk and sandalwood
paste are put on the forehead, and a cloth tied round its
waist. The villagers bring boiled rice, cocoanuts,
plantains, bete! leaves and betel nut, sweet cakes of
rice, flour, sugar and cocoanut in large quantities, and
spread them all on leaves upon the ground before the
image. The pujari burns incense and camphor, and
finally the offerings are all distributed among the people
present After these offerings have been duly made, a
curtain is drawn in front of the image of lyenar, and
sheep and fowls are sacrificed to the Viran, in the same
way as at private sacrifices.
Mariamman and Draupati have each one annual
festival, which lasts for ten days, but no animal sacri-
fices are ever offered on these festivals, or on any other
occasions at the shrines of these goddesses. The
festival begins with the hoisting of a flag, and then for
eight days there are processions morning and evening,
when a metal image of the goddess is carried in a
palanquin through all the streets of the village. On
the ninth day there is a car procession, when the image
is put on a large car, about twenty feet high, and
dragged round the village, while on the night of the
tenth day the image is put on a raft and dragged round
the tank with torches, pipes, and tom-toms.2 Offerings
of boiled rice, fruits and flowers, incense and camphor,
are made every day, and especially on the ninth day,
when a large crowd usually assembles.
Shiyali, Tanjare District. At a large village in the
Tanjore district, named Shiyali, where Brahmanism is
very strong, lyenar, Pidari, Mariamman, Angalamman,
and Kaliamman are all worshipped with typical rites;
but in this village, though no animal sacrifices are offered
to Kaliamman, Mariamman, Pidari or Angalamman,
yet they are oSered to the subordinate male deities,
1 These ablutions are copied from the great temples.
1 The processions and the progress on the raft are copied
from the observances of Brahmanical temples.